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	Why make a short film?

A short film1 is a powerful way to inform, teach, persuade or entertain. It is easier than you think. You can use a camera, mobile phone or pocket camcorder. Your computer will have easy-to-use editing software to create your masterpiece. 

How to create a short film




Simple steps–Watch short films and start thinking about your topic. 




Step up–You are ready to plan, shoot and edit your film. 




Slick tricks–Tips, hints and advice on how to make your film more engaging. 




Simple steps

The best way to learn how to make short films is by watching them and learning from other people’s successes and mistakes. View as many short films as you can. The internet has many sites devoted to short films and help with making your own. 

As you watch the short films think about what makes a good short film. You can use Microsoft OneNote1 to record your thoughts and ideas about the films and short film making. Share your ideas with a partner. 
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	Need some inspiration or just looking for a topic? Many film makers will tell you, shoot what you know. Look around your school or neighbourhood for ideas. 


Consider how you could create a short film to enhance your presentation of an area of learning.

Remember short films are… short, they are not movie length films or short long films, they are… short.

Where to see short films
Check out the BBC Film network2. It has short films made by students and professionals. 

You can view a variety of Australian short films3, many award winners, from young and emerging film makers in a variety of categories. There are also film scripts4 to download and read. 

Trop Jr5 is a short film festival open to young people aged 15 years and under. It has links to watch past finalist films. It also has forms you need if you are thinking about entering the competition. 

Tropfest6 – The world’s largest short film festival is a great resource to view past winners, interviews and general information about making a short film. 

Connected Learning Awards7 each year has a short film competition open to all high school students. You can watch past award winning films here8. 

SchoolTube9 has short student films to view. 

The Adobe Showcase Gallery10 features short films made by school students in a number categories. 

For animated short films, have a look at brickfilms11 and put your Lego to good use. The tutorials are helpful and easy to follow. 

You can also try stop-motion animation to make a short film. The SAM animation site12 has films to view, software downloads and tutorials to get you started on stop-motion animation. 

Looking for more inspiration?
After having watched lots of short films you may still need some inspiration. Here are some suggestions to get you thinking and brainstorming: 

· genre films: crime/detective, comedy, romance, fantasy, action/adventure, science fiction, horror

· documentary eg a school issue, such as use of mobile phones 

· interviews with students, teachers or visitors to the school (real or imagined!)

· classroom activities, such as discussions or presentations, solving a problem

· demonstrations or tutorials of practical activities

· athletics or swimming carnivals days

· music performances, video, festivals

· drama productions

· a news/current affair style segment to explore an issue

· an advertisement

· experimental

· parodies

· adaptations

The Adobe Video Production Resource Centre13 has many ideas, projects and help to inspire student film making.  

Additional resources: NSW DET login required
Making Documentaries14 is a film making resource to support students in writing and producing a short documentary film. It includes interviews with documentary film makers and short films to view and critique. 

Short Films15 is a multimedia resource introducing the short film genre to Stage 4 English students. The resource focuses on the eight-minute film 'Bound' produced by The Australian Film and Television Radio School (AFTRS). Students are familiarised with the features and format of a screenplay and the importance of plot, character, setting, metaphors and symbols. 

Capture! A guide for producing audio and video files16 supports video makers in the production of audio and video files for quality low cost resources. It includes advice, examples, information, tips and useful web links. 

Digital Media17 is an interactive resource which demonstrates methods of manipulating digital data and using it to design and develop a digital story in the form of a short factual documentary. 

Links

1. http://lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Cli/Download.aspx?resID=9225&v=1&preview=true&target=PUBLIC

2. http://www.bbc.co.uk/filmnetwork/

3. http://www.australianshortfilms.com/films.html

4. http://www.australianshortfilms.com/scripts.html

5. http://www.tropjr.com/au/

6. http://www.tropfest.com/

7. http://www.cli.nsw.edu.au/services/wecreate/awards.htm

8. http://cliwww.det.nsw.edu.au/cli/film/winners.shtm

9. http://www.schooltube.com/

10. http://www.adobe.com/education/community/k12/gallery/swf/index.html#u_sContent=guevara

11. http://www.brickfilms.com/

12. http://www.samanimation.com/

13. http://www.adobe.com/education/hed/resources/video/

14. http://lrr.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/MainPages/Download.aspx?resID=4075&v=1&preview=true&target=LMS

15. http://lrr.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/MainPages/Download.aspx?resID=8068&v=1&preview=true&target=LMS

16. http://lrr.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/MainPages/Download.aspx?resID=8228&v=1&preview=true&target=LMS

17. http://lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Cli/Download.aspx?resID=8390&v=1&preview=true&target=PUBLIC%20
Step up

You’ve seen the films, you’ve come up with an idea and you know what makes a good short film.

Now you are ready to begin.

Dan’s Top Ten Tips for short film makers1 is a list of some of the most important elements to keep in mind when making a short film. These are practical and commonsense suggestions to help and improve your film making. 

There are three phases in the production of a film whether it’s a Hollywood Blockbuster or a mobile phone video about your latest project. 

· Pre production
· Production
· Post production
This is the planning phase.

Look at the BBC VIDEONation network2 for practical hints and tips about making your video. Watch the videos about the ways to create a short film. 

The Tools4U Adobe Premiere Elements 73 resource has information, tutorials and activities about video projects in the classroom. Check out the easy-to-follow instructions about creating, editing and exporting your video projects. It also has information about the jobs and roles of a film crew. Get a team together to share the vision and the work. 

Developing your story
What makes a good story?

There is no magical formula to what makes a good short film but here are a few tips that might help.

· An exciting and original idea

· A strong script

· Good acting

· High production values

· Short, direct and engaging

· Strong beginning

· Exciting film techniques and styles

The story
Watch film maker Angela Clare4 talking about the key elements of a good story. 
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	A story should have a beginning, a middle and an end but not necessarily in that order. Jean-Luc Godard – French film maker 


For more help with scripting and plotting your video look at the Good Shooting Guide Before you shoot5 tutorials. These videos give practical advice about telling your story. 

Script and storyboard
Develop your script into a storyboard by adding the visuals, shot list, special effects and audio. Learn more about script and storyboard formatting (.pdf 252kB). 

Look at this storyboard template (.pdf 24kB) and start planning your short film. It will help your ideas develop into a shooting schedule. 

Remember: Tell your story visually, don’t rely on dialogue.

Scriptwriting resources
Need help with setting out and formatting? Check out these websites:

Simplyscripts6 has examples of a variety of short film scripts. 

BBC film network7 provides practical advice about writing your short film. There are links to many sites about formatting, writing for actors and legal issues. 

Adobe8 contains advice and ideas about storyboarding and film making. 

Titles include:

· Storyboards

· Video narratives

· Creating suspense

· Documentaries

This is the shooting phase
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	You have your camera, a schedule, a script and storyboard, location and the ‘actors’.


Haven’t got a digital video camera? You can use the camera in a mobile phone or the new compact camcorders. 

Check out mobile phone films from the Tropfest Mobile phone masterpieces competition9. Watch the 2010 winner and runners up. 

Information, hints and tips about using a mobile phone go to: Mobile Cameras10. 

On location – the shoot
Look at these three videos from VideoNation11 about how to make your film more interesting. 

Creative filming12
Interesting shots13
Filming Checklist14
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	Top Tips on location

1. Plan the shots to tell your story.

2. Use the tripod to keep the camera steady.

3. Try to get a variety of composition of shots.

4. Film more than you think you’ll need.


Before you go on location make sure you have everything you need. This Film Makers Guide Checklist (.pdf 225kB) will help you plan for the location shoot. 

Remember: Be flexible!

Sound
Sound is one of the most difficult aspects of video production. Take time to make sure you have the right equipment before you start. 

Watch these videos to learn more about getting great sound15 for your short film. 
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Check the advice in the videos about recording the sound you want5. Getting the right microphone to record the dialogue is very important. 
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	Remember: If you are thinking of entering your film in a competition check the rules and copyright information about using commercial music and sound effects. 


You’ve shot the footage, now it’s time to edit your masterpiece.

This involves the editing of the visuals, sound, adding special effects and titles.

Preparing for the edit 
Download all your footage to your computer. 
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	Make a copy of your footage to a backup hard drive and keep it safe. If you delete any footage in the editing process you can retrieve it from the backup drive. 


Top Five Editing Tips
1. Watch and name each video clip

2. Plan how you will edit your story.

3. Do a rough compilation of the basic shots and story.

4. Add any extra visuals.

5. Mix the soundtrack with dialogue, music and commentary and add titles.

Check out Tools4U Adobe Premiere Elements 73 for advice and technical help with editing the visuals and the soundtrack. 

Links

1. http://www.cvisual.com/film-techniques/film-top-ten-tips-short-film.asp

2. http://www.bbc.co.uk/videonation/contribute/tips/index.shtml

3. http://lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Cli/Download.aspx?resID=9227&v=1&preview=true&target=PUBLIC

4. http://www.bbc.co.uk/videonation/contribute/tips/subject_and_story/your_story/index.shtml

5. http://www.bbctraining.com/modules/5915/index.asp

6. http://www.simplyscripts.com/

7. http://www.bbc.co.uk/filmnetwork/filmmaking/guide/before-you-start/writing-a-script

8. http://www.adobe.com/education/instruction/adsc/

9. http://www.tropfest.com/au/tmm.aspx

10. http://www.bbc.co.uk/videonation/contribute/tips/mobile/index.shtml

11. http://www.bbc.co.uk/videonation/contribute/tips/what_you_film/index.shtml

12. http://www.bbc.co.uk/videonation/contribute/tips/what_you_film/creative_filming/index.shtml

13. http://www.bbc.co.uk/videonation/contribute/tips/what_you_film/interesting_shots/index.shtml

14. http://www.bbc.co.uk/videonation/contribute/tips/what_you_film/filming_checklist/index.shtml

15. http://www.bbc.co.uk/videonation/contribute/tips/sound/index.shtml
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Slick tricks

Here are some tricks and hints to help you make your film more effective and grab your audience. Some you can plan, some you can do on location and others are in post production. 

Want to see some of the tricks of film making? 

Look at this YouTube video1 demonstrating and naming many of the film making techniques of video productions. Bookmark this video and visit it often! 

	[image: image18.png]



	Don’t try to use all of the techniques in your short video! Many genre short films use camera techniques and point of view shooting to emotionally involve the audience. 


Shooting using Chroma Key
Chroma key is a very common visual effect used on TV and in movies that allows you to replace the background, such as when a TV weather presenter stands in front of a satellite map. 

Look at this You Tube video tutorial2 about using Chroma key in Adobe Premiere Elements. 

This slideshow presentation has more step by step instructions3 on using Chroma Key that can help you plan your special effects. 

Special Effects
Check out the Tools4U – Adobe Premiere Elements4 wrap for help with adding visual effects, audio tracks and transitions. 

Tips for guerilla film making
Nuts and Bolts Film making5 is great site to explore some of the ways film makers use effects to create interest. 

